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EDITORIAL 
OUR PART IN THE WORLD WAR AGAINST VD 


In the United States, most people nowadays know that syphilis 
and gonorrhea, when neglected, are dangerous diseases, and that med- 
ical care should be sought promptly if infection is suspected. Public 
education had already enabled great gains against VD even before 
penicillin joined battle. Today, to protect our 150 million people 
from VD damage, we have a strong, well-financed Federal Public 
Health Service and a network of competent health departments in 
the states and territories and the large cities. A nation-wide drive 
is on to set up full-time health services in smaller towns and in 
the rural areas. Voluntary social hygiene groups—national, state 
and local—back up government efforts. Personnel, funds, facilities 
and supplies are already fairly adequate, and establishment of nation 
wide coverage of public health services will round out an excellent 
program. Yet in 1950 syphilis and gonorrhea, though robbed of 
much of their killing and crippling power, still rank first among 
serious communicable diseases in our country 

This being the USA status under favorable circumstances, consider 
the VD plight of wartorn and financially hard-pressed countries. 
Over fifty per cent of mothers and babies in some countries—ninety 
per cent of the general population in certain areas—are syphilitic 
To syphilis and gonorrhea must be added the afflictions of yaws, 
pinta, bejel and other ‘‘minor’’ VD infections. Not only health, but 
life itself—especially young life—is often destroyed. Personnel facili- 
ties, and medical supplies for VD treatment are limited in these 
neglected areas—sometimes entirely lacking in whole regions. The 
indispensable ally, health education, is seldom at hand. WHO lists 
VD among the top six health problems. It is a world emergency 

The first responsibility of the American Social Hygiene Associa 
tion is to the people of the United States. But the world claim cannot 
be neglected, especially now, when progress is being made and the 
future holds promise. As a member agency of the International 
(‘nion, and in the name of humanity, we are proud to do our part in 
this world war against our old VD enemy. And, as in the early days 
of the national movement, ‘‘all forward-looking men and women are 
urged to fall in line.’’ WALTER CLARKE. M.D. Fev e Director 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


International Union against the Venerea!l Diseases 


23. 1949. New York 


REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN 


WILLIAM F. SNOW, M.D 


man of the Com ttre on International 


tmerican Social Huyaiene {ssociation 


The International Union against the Venereal Diseases was organ 
ized in 1923 with the cooperation of the International League of 
Red Cross Societies and other international and national associations 
interested in promoting united action throughout the world in com 
bating the venereal diseases and related conditions. The first Presi 
dent, Professor Bayet, of Belgium, announced the major pur 
poses to be 

‘to set up an international barrier iwainst the venereal diseases, to 
coordinate the various national programs, to study and determine the 
guiding principles to be applied in the campaign, so as to establish unity 

of principles among the member countries of the Union, and to unify 

methods, after full discussion between the scientifie representatives of the 


various countries.’ 


It was agreed amongst those of us who participated in setting up 
this specialized voluntary international organization twenty-six years 
ago, that its accomplishments and influence would depend upon the 
extent to which the various national bodies of this character became 
interested and joined actively in its support, and carrying out of 
the program as adopted and revised from year to year. The encour 
aging growth and development of the Union was cut short by World 
War I1; and it was not possible to reactivate the work prior to 1946 
Since then four meetings of the Executive Committee, meetings of 
subcommittees, small conferences and three General Assemblies 

1947-48-49), have been held. Delegations from some forty of the 
national organizations which were formerly enrolled as members have 
attended the assemblies and have resumed some degree of activity 
in their respective countries 


The World Health Organization in 1948 granted the Union Official 
Relations Status. Plans have been developed for cooperation in 
several studies and activities of other United Nations specialized 
agencies, for example, the UN Social Commission in its study and 
preparation of a new draft convention for the Suppression of Traffic 
in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others 
The American Social Ils viene Association, with the aid of the U.S 
Public Health Service, the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, the Insti 
tute of Inter-American Affairs, and other governmental agencies 


has contributed special services, facilities and personnel to establisl 


and operat since 1947, a Union Regional Office and field service 
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for the Americas, as a demonstration in promotion of programs for 
disseminating knowledge of advances made by all nations in the 
fight against the venereal diseases. In Europe several conferences 
have been held and special field studies have been made of venereal 
disease problems in the Rhine River area for the purpose of develop 
ing simultaneously correlated governmental and non-governmental 
activities in behalf of river boatmen and migrants under a plan for 
utilizing all the tested methods for attacking and reducing the preva- 
lence of the venereal diseases in such an area, which coneerns a 
number of nations 


The Second Assembly of the World Health Organization, held in 
Rome June 13—July 2, 1949 and the Assembly of the Union held 
in Rome September 12-16, 1949, brought out clearly the great 
advances of recent years in new knowledge and improved methods of 
applying this knowledge to the early detection and treatment of 
these diseases, and to the longer range problems of prevention of 
infections. In summary, the discussions of these Assemblies centered 
about the three recognized areas of activity 


(a) Case finding efforts combined with the latest methods of effective 
treatment of early cases (1) to render them promptly non-infeetious, 
and (2) to continue such further treatment as each individual may 
require to bring about a cure. 


Efforts to reduce the number of new infections through (1) the *° 
influence of education on reduction in numbers of exposures, (2 
availability of prophylactic facilities to aid in the prevention of infee 
tion following exposure, and (3) continued observation of presumably 


exposed individuals and tracing of their contacts 


¢) Efforts to safeguard communities and individuals against opportuni 
ties for exposure (1) by combating conditions conducive to promiscu 
ous sexual intercourse, (2) by law enforcement and other measures 
against commercialized prostitution, (3 by promoting desirabk 
recreation and leisure time activities for both men and women of 


all ages. 


Following adjournment of these two international Assemblies, their 


respective executive bodies have begun to shape the programs for 
the coming year in accordance with the decisions taken. The World 
Health Organization’s Committee of Experts on Venereal Disease 
Infections has just completed a ten day session held in Washington, 
and has transmitted recommendations to the Executive Board of 
WHLO for final action on the 1950 program. The International Union 
is likewise considering final revision and action on its 1950 activities 


We are most fortunate to have with us today the Chairman of the 
WHO Committee of Experts, Dr. John F. Mahoney; the Vice Presi 
dent of the International Union, Dr. Edward Hermans, who is 
also a member of the Expert Committee; the Union’s Delegate to 
the WHTO Assembly in Rome, Dr. Gurney Clark; and the Chairman 
of the American Social Hygiene Association's Delegation to the 
Union's Assembly in Rome, Dr. William A. Brumfield 


It is also a special privilege to have with us Dr. Thorstein Guthe, 
Chief, WHO Venereal Disease Section, Dr. Walter Clarke, Ameriean 
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livgiene Association Executive Director, and Dr. Theodore 
r, Director of the U. S. Publie Health Service Division of 
Diseases 


utstanding authorities on this broad subject will give us 
the current situation in the world today in this 
aid us particularly at this Regional Conference for 

n planning practical next steps in this area 


THE WHO EXPERT COMMITTEE ON VENEREAL INFECTIONS 


A Review of the Third Session, Held in Washington, D. C. 
October 10-20, 1949 


JOHN F. MAHONEY, M.D 


f 


a experts from twelve countries took part in the 

m of the World Health Organization’s Expert Committee 

real Infections, held October 10-20, in Washington, D. C 
headquarters of the Pan Ameri Sanitary Bureau, WHO's 
Americas The Committee’s membership, 
‘our members, representing the countries of 

britain, and the United States, was increased 

vy. the new members representing India, Fraree, 

vl len. Participating also were Dr. Thorstein Guthe, 

VD Section of the WHLO Secretariat, Geneva, and the members 
the WHO Syphilis Study Commission to the USA A number 
nvited guests were present, including Dr. William F. Snow, as 
the International Union avainst Venereal Diseases, which 


ut onship status with the Committee.* 


utts, 

ealth Administra 
Fueculty of Medi 

S. Hellerstrom, 

‘ ckholm, Sweden; 
totterdam, Holland; 
‘itv of New York. 
Venereal Disease 

viser, Ministry of 
Venereal Disenas: 
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General Hospital, Madras 
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‘A. Warsaw, Poland 
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The Committee's deliberations indicated that from the standpoint 
of the original concept of the scope of venereal disease control activi- 
ties to be undertaken by WHO, there do not appear to be valid 
reasons for changing the basis of the original structure or to alter 
the philosophic background upon which the program has been predi- 
cated. A review of the progress which has been made in the past 
two years indicates a gathering momentum in field activities in many 
parts of the world. This is being effected through the use of field 
demonstration units, fellowships and travelling leetureships. All 
phases of the program will be augmented in the near future. 


It is becoming increasingly evident that the venereal disease control 


program may serve a very basic purpose in relation to the entire 
public health program. In addition to serving as an effective agent 
for the curtailing of the spread of the venereal diseases, the work is 
being looked upon as a spearhead activity capable of creating the 
vroundwork upon which the more costly and more difficult phase of 
health work may be based. Venereal disease control, because of its 
ease of function, minimal drain upon personnel and finances, and the 
promptness with which the results may be demonstrated, has the 
effect of serving as a forerunner of a more complete public health 
structure to be erected subsequently 


The principle of setting up training centers for the development 
of pt rsonnel has become well established. At the present stage of 
the over all program there can be no more important function than 
the assuring of a reservoir of adequately trained workers in all needed 
sciences. It is to be hoped that the service will be made sufficiently 
attractive to draw to WHO as a career the desirable type of trained 
public health worker. 


The critical role to be played by the science of serology in the 
world-wide control effort has been carefully considered. At the time 
of the original meeting of the Expert Committee the advisability of 
having a subeommittee charged with the guidance of this important 


Caracas, Venezuela. The WHO Secretariat was represented by Dr. T. Guthe 
ind Dr. Alain Spillmann, WHO Venereal Disease Section, Geneva, and Dr. G. E, 
Samane, Venereal Disease Consultant, Pan-American Sanitary Bureau. Members 
of the Subcommittee on Serology and Laboratory Aspects were: Mr. Ad Harris, 
Senior Serologist, United States Publie Health Service, Staten Island, New York, 
USA; Dr. Peter Krag, Director, Serodiagnostie Department, State Serum Insti 
tute, Copenhagen, Denmark; Dr. R. Laporte, Chief of Serology Department, 
Institut Pasteur, 25 rue du Dr. Roux, Paris, France; Dr. 1. N. Orpwood Price, 
Direetor, Public Health Laboratory Service, Venereal Diseases Reference Labora 
tory, St. Peter’s Hospital, Vallance Road, Whitechapel, England. Members of 
the WHO Syphilis Study Commission to the United States were: Dr. Poul V. 
Mareussen (Chairman), Director, Municipal Venereal Disease Clinic, Copenhagen, 
Denmark; Dr. Juan M. Funes (Vice-Chairman), Director, Rapid Treatment 
Centre, Guatemala City, Guatemala; Dr. Sidney Laird (Drafting Committee 

Consultant Venereal Diseases, East Anglian Regional Hospital Board, Cain 
bridge, England; Dr. N. Jungalwalla (Drafting Committee), Venereal-disease 
Adviser to the Government of India; Dr. E. t. Grin, Director, Zemaljski, Kozno 
ener. dispanzer, Ministry of Health, Sarajevo, Yugoslavia; Professor P. Joulia, 
Faculté de Médecine, Clinique dermatologique, Hopital Saint André, Bordeaux, 
France; Dr. I. Putkonen, Director, Venereal Diseases, National Board of Health, 


Helsinki, Finland 
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the government. Special efforts are under way to deal with the 
important and enormous problem of maternal and child syphilis. In 
Naples, Italy, with supplies provided by the UN International Chil- 
dren’s Emergeney Fund, a pilot demonstration in treatment of chil- 
lren and pregnant women was conducted in 1948, similar demon 
strations are now under way in other Italian cities, and campaigns 
are being planned in cooperation with UNICEF for India, Burma, 
Siam and Pakistan. A special survey of VD in Rhine River ports 
was made by VD experts from five countries and voluntary agencies 
in August, 1949, and plans are under way for international coopera- 
tion regarding VI) control in this area, which it is hoped may serve 
as a demonstration of effective methods in port cities elsewhere 


WIIO has provided a number of fellowships for study of venereal 
diseases, and substantial quantities of medical literature have been 
provided to national governments 


Current Work at the Third Session 


Inthe course of the Expert Committee’s ten-day meeting these were 
highlights: 

1. A discussion of venereal disease control work in the Americas, 
in which Dr. John R. Murdock, Acting Director, Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau, described efforts in progress in the various Ameri- 
ean republics, especially projects in Venezuela, Ecuador and Mexico. 
In the latter area, through an agreement between the PASB and 
Mexico, special techniques and methods are being tested in a pre- 
ventive program along the western Mexico-U. 8. border. In Guate- 
mala, the PASB Research Bureau has organized training courses 


for serologists 


2. A proposed program for the eradication of yaws and syphilis 
in the Republic of Haiti and in adjoining endemic areas of the 
Dominican Republic. This project would be sponsored by the Pan 
(merican Sanitary Bureau as WHO’s Regional Office for the Amer 
icas, the UN International Children’s Emergency Fund and _ the 
Hlaitian Government It is believed that a program in this area 
might serve to demonstrate techniques and results for similar eradi 
cation programs in other parts of the world. It is estimated that 
there are about two million active cases of vaws among tropical 
inhabitants, about 75 per cent of infections being those of children 
under fifteen years of age. The ill effects of vaws in adult life 
constitute an important cause of chronic illness and disability in 
many tropical areas. The proposed program calls for penicillin 
treatment of all children and adults infected, education in health 
and hygiene, and the establishment of minimum control mechanism 


3. Discussion of the wider problems of treponematoses, including 
the biological interrelationship of syphilis, vaws, pinta and bejel. 
The Committee recommended putting into effect in the Eastern Med 
iterranean plans for combating the latter infection, a syphiloid 
disease, non-venereally transmitted, which oceurs principally among 


children in the Middle East 
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4. Diseussion of the part of health education in VD control, with 
the opinion expressed by the Committee that it is useless to shrink 
the reservoir of venereal infections unless something is done to change 
fundamental attitudes. Several recommendations were drawn up on 
this point for presentation to WIIO’s Executive Board at its next 
meeting 


>. Approval of a report from the working pa:ty on maritime aspects 
of VD control. This report recommended that more maritime nations 
adhere to the International Agreement of Brussels of 1924 for the 
treatment of seamen and watermen; that WHO publish and dis- 
tribute the revised edition of 


the International VD Treatment Center 
List, to be circulated in printed form to health administrations and 
ports in 1950; that close liaison be maintained between WHO’s expert 
body and a joint WHO-ILO Expert Committee on Hygiene of Sea 
farers, established late in 1949; and that local VD commissions, simi- 
lar to the one already at work in the Rhine area, be established in 
ports and maritime areas elsewhere; and that free VD treatment 
for seamen of all nationalities be provided, with notification (for 
statistical purposes) by physicians and medical institutions, of VD 
eases to health administrations in other localities. (See pp. 15-21.) 


All of the Committee’s reports and recommendations will be sub 
mitted to the WHO Executive Board, scheduled to meet in Geneva 
in January, 1950, and following approval, will be fitted into overall 
plans being laid by WHO to combat venereal infections 


THE SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
Rome, Italy, June 13 to July 2, 1949 


E. GURNEY CLARK, M.D.* 
l u, lumbia Uy ersity School of Publ 
’ f th imerican Venereal 
at t 


The Palazzo Venezia, built in the Fifteenth Century for the 
Cardinal of San Marco who became Pope Paul II in 1464, was the 
meeting place of the Second World Health Assembly. This Palazzo, 
for over two hundred years, was the Embassy of the Republic ‘of 
Venice which very early in its history took measures against the 
spread of epidemics. From a balcony of this palace Mussolini took 
measures to insure the spread of Fascism. Here, in June, 1949, 
seventy nations met to take steps not only against the spread of 
epidemics but also té e promotion of health and the spread 
of good will to make a sat and happier world for all 

The meeting rooms of the Palazzo Venezia reflected the aims 
and inspired the enthusiasm of the Assembly. The large, lofty, 
but sparsely decorated Nala Regia was in keeping with the level of 
the discussions of health needs and progress made so far. In contrast, 


Unior gainst Venereal 1 ises at thes 
Division of dieal Seienees 
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the richly decorated mosaics and marble pillars of the Sala del 
Mappamondo and the Sala delle Vittorie with their golden ceilings, 
paintings and statuary, were as models to the smaller committees 
working toward creations in the field of health comparable to their 
surroundings. 


Of the three organs of the World Health Organization (the 
Assembly, the Executive Board, and the Secretariat), the Assembly 
is the supreme body, and as such is charged with determining thi 
policies of the organization: administrative, programming, f 
membership, and research. The Assembly appoints the D rector 
General; it chooses the cooperative non-governmental bodies; it 
the ‘‘authority to make recommendations to Members with respect 
to any matter within the competence of thi Organization’’ (the Con 
stitution). The eighteen-member Executive Board meets at least 
bi-annually, the first meeting taking place in Geneva soon after the 
Assembly so as to complete measures to facilitate and implement 
the carrying out of the decisions made in the Assembly. Action on 
the decisions and on the programs is the responsibility of the Seer 
tariat which is composed of the Director General and an appropriate 


pried ial. 


has 


technical and administrative staff. 


The first day’s agenda of the 1949 Assembly included the addresses 
of welcome, the establishment of credentials, adoption of the agenda 
election of the President, Dr. Karl Evang, Surgeon General of Nor 
way, and establishment of committees. The following several davs 
were devoted to a discussion of the report of the Director General 
for 1948 (Off. Rec. WHO #16). These diseussions comprised: state 


ments by delegates on the principal health problems of the world; 
suggestions for meeting health needs of the world; specific statements 
of accomplishment in the past year; and, in a few instances, specific 
accusations of ulterior motives on the part of some member nations 


The Director General’s Report reviewed (page 13) some phases 
of international action on the major health problems of venerval 
disease. It reviewed the recommendations of the VD Expert Com 
mittee which had been established by the Interim Commission (Of 
Ree. WHO #15). This Expert Committee had particularly empha 
sized the following subjects: 


Various aspects of serologic standardization: the piaritime 
venereal disease problem; the administration and revision of the 
Brussels Agreement; the establishment of international health 
regulations for venereal diseases; norms for treatment; the pro 
motion of a wider availability of anti-venereal disease drugs: 
request for assistance to governments: the composition and type 
of demonstration teams to be sent into the field: and, in coop 
eration with UNICEF, projects for penicillin attack on prenatal 
and infantile syphilis 


The Director General reported that the specifie recommendations 
of the Expert Committee had been implemented to some extent as 


follows 
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Many technical studies on the nature and extent of the venereal 
n various parts of the world had been circulated 


diseases 


Studies had been carried out in preparation for a contemplated 
nternational serologic conference in 1950 


The plans were under way for participation of WHO and 


UNICEF in penicillin programs in eleven European countries. 
An extensive program in Poland had been inaugurated and 
vas developing rapidly 


Plans for an early program in Bulgaria, Hungary, Finland 


ind’ Yugoslavia had been initiated 


\ pilot demonstration in the treatment of children and preg- 


nant women in Naples had been established 


extensive studies of the nature and extent of measures neces 
to combat venereal diseases in Ethiopia and the Philip 


sar 0 


pines had been made 


Expert consultants had been utilized in various parts of the 


world 


’reliminary negotiations with ILO were under way to estab- 


| 
| 


sh a joint committee on the hygiene of seafarers This, 
together with proposals on the maritime aspects of the problem, 


were submitted to the Committee by the International Union 
ivainst Venereal Diseases 


Kurther attention had be ven to the Brussels Agreement 
the publication of the international list of venereal disease 
treatment centers and a provisional text for international 


health regulations for venereal diseases 
of these general discussions and debate, the 
main working committees—Program, Con- 
tion and Finance—to examine in detail 

(r nia 

onsideres order the proposed programs 
Vat rnal and Child Hlealth s 
n and Fellowships; Valaria: 
Public Health Administration; 
ntal Huq ne: Coordination of 


stances: and Health Ntatisties 


enereal disease program followed the pattern 


enda, as follows 
f Expert Comn 


ted Nations, specialized ageneies, or 


; 
LOns 


for 1950 
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The report of the Second Session of the Expert Committee on 
Venereal Diseases (Off. Rec. WHO #15) was accepted without com 
ment. In this report are found the details of the recommendations 
quoted in the Director General’s Report and, in addition, the 
discussions and recommendations relative to training facilities, 
fellowships, demonstrations, expert consultations, and venereal dis 


ease information 


The venereal disease program and budget estimates for 1950 (Of 
Rec. WHO #18) were presented in the following order 


1. The Problem and Its Significance 

a. Pre ailing situation This section was devoted to the incidence 
and prevalence of these diseases in various parts of the world, the 
mportanece of congenital syphilis as a cause of mortality, the epi 
demiologie importance of the transfer of venereal diseases from one 
country to another, and the importance of the venereal diseases in 


such international areas as the Rhine River Valle) 


D Opportunities The effectiveness of the new therapeutic agents 
iffers opportunities for public health control never before possible 


R lationship of we nereal disease to production, industry, and loss 


if 


r 9 Lanpowe r 


2. Work Previously Accomplished 

This was a brief discussion of the international activities in venereal 
disease control to the present time, beginning with the establishment 
of the Brussels Agreement in 1924 as a result of the combined efforts 
of the League of Red Cross Societies, the International Union against 
Venereal Diseases, and the International Labor Organization 


3. Statement of Objectives 

a. Long term. ‘*The aim of WHO is to obtain a practical degree of 
enereal disease control in each country and in the spread of disease 
from country to country, major emphasis being placed on early eom 
municable stages of S\ philis gonorrhea and the minor venereal dis 


ases being considered in their order of relative importance or where 


special circumstances pertain 


b. Immediate objectives 
1) “‘To eneourage and assist governments in initiating venerea 
disease control programs me 


‘To make possible the continuation of wider programs 
‘To strengthen the Ne rologic laboratory Services 


} ‘To establish a basis for implementation of a revised Brussels 


\greement 


9) **To show the direct and indirect social, economic and public 
health gains from working toward the long and short term objectives 


outlined 
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4. Work to Be Accomplished in 1950 
a. Authority. As derived from the WHO Constitution 


b. Method 


1) General approach. This includes the provision of advisory, 
demonstration, and fellowship services to governments; continuation 
of expert consulting activities and demonstrations; intensification 
of advisory services and starting of new demonstrations; inerease in 


sI pplies for teams 


é Sp al undertaking These include the development of a sero 
diagnostic standardization program, the establishment of a special 
nternational demonstration and investigation project In a major 
port, and the participation in a scheme for the eradication of endemic 
philis in the area of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Yugoslavia 


5. Budget Estimates 

In 1949 the total budgetary provision for the venereal diseases was 
$210.47 Che estimated expenditure for 1950 is $429,415 from the 
regular budget and, from a possible supplh mental budget, $340,480 


Diseussion of the proposals in Committee related to: 


Availability of personnel to execute the program 

The selection of demonstration areas; 

The disposition of the study teams; and 

Whether or not bejel, yaws and pinta should come under the 
jurisdiction of the Venereal Disease Section. This latter ques 
tion is to be referred to a special committee which will function 
in cooperation with the Expert Committee on Venereal Diseases 


Although the position of the International Union against Venereal 
Diseases is well known, the representative of the Union in Committee 
meeting was asked to state its position to the Committee. This was 
stated as follows 


On behalf of the International Union against Venereal Diseases, 
| express appreciation to the Executive Committee and this Assembly 
for the action which brought the International Union into relation 
ship with the World Health Organization in the field of venereal 
disease The aims and purposes of the Union with its representa 
tion in some forty countries are definitely in ‘eonformity with the 
spirit, purposes and principles of the WHO Constitution.’ In the 
venereal disease field a start has indeed been made toward the reali 
zation of these aims. This is apparent in the Report of the First 
World Health Assembly, the Report of the Expert Committee on 
Venereal Disease, the Director General’s Annual Report, and in the 
pl ins pro) eted for 1950 

Of particular interest to the International Union against Venereal 
Diseases are such international projects as a) international health 


regulations relating to the venereal diseases; (b the regional 


eal disease problems arising along inland 
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rivers and the waterways or along international sea bases; (c) 
expansion and revision of the provisions of the 1924 Brussels Agree- 
ment relating to the treatment facilities for seafarers. In my own 
opinion, one of the first and most important steps in implementing 
international control will be some measare of standardization of 
serologic diagnostic tests with particular reference to quantitation. 


‘*Finally, may I, both as an individual who has long been inter- 
ested in venereal disease control and also as a representative of an 
established organization in the international venereal disease field, 
pledge continued support and cooperation to both the long term 
and immediate objectives of the WHO.”’ 


That this report was noted and well received is evidenced by: 


1. A statement in the Proceedings as follows: ‘‘The Committee on 
Program noted the full support of the program proposals by the 
International Union against Venereal Diseases, representing non- 
governmental organizations in more than forty countries.’’ 


2. A letter to the representative from Dr. Martha M. Eliot, Assistant 
Director General: ‘*. . the statement made to the Programme 
Committee on behalf of the Union has received favourable comment 
from many sources.’’ 


Finally, to quote from the June 1949 WHO Newsletter: ‘‘ But 
whether it is in Rome, in Geneva, or at the Regional Offices of WHO 
that plans are formulated or initiated, it is the man in the street 
everywhere, and to whatever political, social, religious or economic 
system he may belong, who will be the real driving force behind 
the ventures launched by WHO. It will be to the extent that he 
realizes and accepts responsibility for his own health and that of 
his fellow human beings that the campaigns initiated by the Assembly 
will be successful in creating a healthier and therefore safer and 
happier world for all.”’ 


VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL IN THE RHINE RIVER VALLEY 


WILLIAM A. BRUMFIELD, JR., M.D. 


Chairman, U. 8. Delegation to the 1949 General Assembly, International Union 
against the Venereal Diseases; Deputy Commissioner, New York 
Stats Department of Health 


The project which is just swinging into renewed action for the 
control of venereal diseases in the valley of the Rhine River is an 
excellent example of the influence of the voluntary agency in public 
health. As in many other programs which are eventually assumed 
by official agencies, the voluntary organization, in this case the Inter 
national Union against the Venereal Diseases, originally focussed 
attention on the problem, did the initial research, developed the neces- 
sary demonstration and took other steps towards building a practical 
program which might be taken over by the governments concerned. 
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The problem of venereal diseases in maritime countries has long 


been recognized as most difficult of solution. Merchant seamen and 
boatmen are parti ularly apt to be exposed to infection because of 
their migratory occupation Unless they receive adequate treaiment 


tl y are like ly to becom active arriers of S\ philis and vonorrhea 


In efforts made by the various European countries to subdue the 
nerease of venereal diseases which occurred during the First World 
War, it was soon realized that special postwar measures—both national 
and international—were needed to deal with the problem in maritime 
ountries At the First Maritime Conference, held in Geneva in 
1920 by the International Labor Office, the venereal disease problem 
appeared on the agenda, and certain decisions then reached were 
referred to the Office International d’Hvgiene Publique for action 


In 1924, the ILO, the League of Nations Health Section, the Office 
International d Hygiene Publique, the International Union against 
Venereal Diseases, the League of Red Cross Societies, and other inter 
national groups, meeting at Brussels, drew up an International Agree 
ment to facilitate VID treatment for merchant seamen. This Agree- 
ment has remained in force ever since, 56 national governments having 


signed up to the present time 


The Rhine Valley, including the areas served by the vast canal 
svstems connected with the River, involves five countries, Belgium, 
France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and Western Germany. The 
volume of traffic, amounting in 1937 to 85 million tons, is five or 
six times larger than that on any other river in Europe. The prewar 
‘Rhine fleet’’ included 12,000 freight and passenger boats, tugs and 
lighters, and two-thirds of these are again in operation. Their crews 
iften whole families together, are almost constantly on the move 
seldom remaining more than a few days in any single port. Check 
ing the spread of infection among the members of this *‘ floating 
population,’’ numbering from 80,000 to 100,000 individuals, provid 
ing treatment, control measures and hospitalization as needed, obvi 


ously is not an easy job 


In 19356 the International Union against the Venereal Diseases 
whieh, from its organization in 1923, had been studving the Rhine 
problem decided to form a sub-committee to coordinate efforts of 
the five countries concerned. A plan was submitted by Professor L 
W. Pautrier, of the Universitv of Strasbourg, and the Union. in 
ooperation with the governments of the several countries and thei 
national voluntary societies for fighting venereal diseases. made eor 
siderable progress before all healt! \ were mterrupted b 


the Seeond World War 


When tl Union was abl “uke rk again in DOo4G. cor 
eration Was given to resun 0 ojyect \ special sub 
Was appointed to stud ituation and report 

s General Assembl ‘| ( ommittes presented 
enhagen in 1948 and recommended that tl World 


indertake tl pre 
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At its second session, in Geneva, early in 1949, the WHO Expert 
Committee, following consideration of the whole question of appli- 
eation of the Brussels Agreement of 1924, and taking into account 
the proposals made by the International Union, recommended : 


That the relevant authorities in Germany, Belaqium, France, the 
Vetherlands and Switzerland, be approached with a view to the 
establishment of a Commission compose d of re presentatives of the 
countries, to study and recommend measures for the active coor- 


dination of we nereal d Sf ase control in the Rhine area 


This recommendation was approved by WIIO’s Executive Board, 
and Dr. Brock Chisholm, WHO’s General Director, approached the 
Governments of the countries concerned, asking them, if they were 
in agreement, to submit suggestions 


The replies received indieated that the proposal for coordination 
of anti-venereal activities had been unanimously accepted, and a 
preparatory meeting to consider the establishment of the International 
Commission mentioned above, took place at Geneva May 30—June 


1, 1949 


Four countries, Belgium, France, the Netherlands and Switzerland, 
sent experts. Each of the three occupying powers in Germany (Eng- 
land, the United States and France) sent a representative, and two 
German public health officials were present Observers from the 
International Union against Venereal Diseases and the International 
Labor Organization were also present.* 

er the chairmanship of Professor Pautrier, the group consid 
ered a preliminary report by the WHO Secretariat, and the Inter- 
national Union’s special report as adopted at its 1948 General 
Assembly The following text was approved as representing the 
views and recommendations of the Conferees 


‘REPRESENTATIVES of Belgium, France, Netherlands, Switzerland 
ind observers from the American, British and French Zones of Oceu 
pation in Germany, meeting in Geneva, 30-31 May and 1 June 1949, 
under the auspices of the World Health Organization with a view to 
establ shing an international Commission to combat venereal diseases 
n the Rhine boatmen 

attending wet felgiun 4 i : yde, Director-General 
strv of Publie He iri Is; Fr e: Professor L. M 
Professor of tl , iltv of Medicine, Strasbourg: Nether 
Hermans r of Dermato-Ven¢ reology, Rotterdam ; 

Schuy rmat philigraphie University Clinic, Basle; 

; DSO, MC tritish Zone), Frau 

tion, Westphalia; Dr. J. Chaton 

Zone); Dr. A. Unger, German 


International Union against 
| Labour Offiee (ILO 
M. Bonet-Maury 

of Planning and 


ises Section 
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In view of the importance of the venereal-disease problem during 
and after the Second World War; 


in view of the special risk of infection to which seamen are exposed 
because of their mode of life, and since the untreated or insufficiently 
treated seamen can spread venereal disease among populations in 
the areas adjoining rivers; 


in view of the measures provided in the International Brussels 
Agreement of 1924 respecting facilities to be accorded to merchant 
seamen and watermen for the treatment of venereal disease ; 


in view of the resolution respecting a stricter application of the 
Brussels Agreement, adopted by the International Union against 
Venereal Diseases at its annual General Assembly in 1947; 


in v.ew of the proposed International Health Regulation for Vene- 
real Disease Control, suggested by the International Union against 
Venereal Diseases and recommended by the WHO Expert Committee 
on Venereal Diseases, and adopted in principle by the first World 
Health Assembly 


Consiper THAT 


1) the anti-venereal disease services in Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, Holland and Switzerland should be coord.nated, with a view 
to strengthening the fight against venereal disease among Rhine River 
boatmen, on the basis of reports presented on this subject by Pro- 
fessor Pautrier and the WHO Secretariat ; 

2) diagnostic and treatment centers should be established in the 
principal river ports which do not as vet possess dispensaries or 
specialized consultation services ; 

3) the basic principles approved by the First Health Assembly 
as a basis for a future revised Brussels Agreement should be applied 
in each country to assure the functioning of venereal-disease services, 
especially 

(a) free medical examination, treatment and hospitalization when 


necessary not only for nationals but also for foreigners; 


b) distribution to patients of an individual treatment card free 
of charge in accordance with the model drawn up by the Brussels 
Agreement of 1924; 


¢) international tracing of infectious contacts through exchange 
of epidemiological information ; 


d) development or creation of social services, preferably spe- 
cialized, so that epidemiological action can be taken and social assist- 
ance be given to patients; 


e) the distribution of an international booklet giving a list of 
treatment centers with addresses and consultation hours 
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RECOMMEND 


1. The ereation as soon as possible of a Venereal-Disease Commis 
sion for the Rhine River area, under the auspices of WHO, to be 
known as: ‘International Antivenereal Disease Commission of the 
Rhine [IAVDCR) which should meet before the end of 1949; 


2. the establishment of administrative lhatson center with the Cen 
tral Rhine Commission at Strasbourg and a center for technical, 
medico-social activities at Rotterdam: 


the oOMmposition of this venereal-disease commission to be as 
follows 


lelgiun l 
France l 
Holland ] 
Switzerland l 


International Labour Office 
International Union against Venere Diseases 


American Zone 1 expert 
tritish Zon wes 
Fre ne h Zoom 


Central Rhine Commission 


1. A preliminary survey of available venereal disease treatment 


services in the Rhine River area be made 


technical study tour of the main venereal-disease treatment cen 
ters be undertaken in 1949 by experts from the countries concerned 


a programme for intensification of the combating of venereal 


diseases among seamen and boatmen in the Rhine River area be 
established 


facilities similar to those provided for sailors and boatmen be 
accorded also to family members living abroad 


5. the establishment of a folder by WHO showing maps of the 
principal ports on the Rhine (namely: Amsterdam, Antwerp, Basle, 
Cologne, Dordrecht, Duisborg-Ruhrbort, Dusseldorff, Frankfurt am 
Main, Gand, Karlsruhe, Liége, Mannheim-Ludwigshaven, Mavence, 
Rotterdam and Strasbourg) and containing information in addition 
to venereal diseases, also data on tuberculosis dispensaries, maternal 
and child health centers (prenatal and infantile services), services at 
the general hospitals, fixed hours for social services and addresses of 
seamen’s homes and hostels, and the individual treatment ecard to 
be edited by WHLO in four languages (German, English, French and 
Dutel to contain also a comprehensive list of treatment centers 


for the Rhine River region 


6. that the Director-General and WIHLO make the necessary prac- 
tical arrangements with the governments and health administrations 
concerned to faeilitate the development of the programme aiming at 
the implementation of the provisions of the Brussels Agreement.”’ 


was approved at the Third Session of the WHO 
held in Washington in October, 1949 under the 
Mahoney It will be submitted to the WHO 
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Executive Board at its January 1950 session in Geneva. Mean- 
while, field parties, one of which I had the privilege of joining during 
last summer, have visited the entire Rhine area, and are now studying 
the special problems involved and are submitting their findings for 
the Commission’s information and guidance. WHO is going ahead 
with its program, and the International Union is exploring the further 
possibilities for cooperation of voluntary agencies. 


Since the problems in the Rhine area are of wide variety, it is 
believed that the experience gained there may serve to guide efforts 
in other maritime areas. The results of the project will of course 
depend largely on the extent to which the nations find it possible 
to participate in carrying out the work planned. The prospect is 
good for an outstanding demonstration of governmental and non- 
governmental cooperation, both at the national and international 
levels, for the benefit of all 


THE UNION’S TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Rome, Italy, September 12-16, 1949 


EDWARD H. HERMANS, M.D. 


Vedical D ctor, Venereal Diseases, Port of Rotterdam Vetherlands ; 
Vice-president, International Unton against the Venercal Diseases 
and Member of the WHO Expert Committee on Venereal Iafections 


Up to the time that the International Union against the Venereal 
Diseases was founded at a meeting in Paris in 1923 under the 
Chairmanship of Professor Bayet, head of the Belgian League against 
the Venereal Diseases, only national conferences had been held. Dur- 
ing one of these conferences, held in 1921 in Copenhagen by the 
League of Red Cross Societies, it had become apparent that the 
countries part.cipating liked the idea of a common plan of campaign 
against venereal diseases. Such action found good understanding 
in America, where already an All-American Conference on Venereal 
Diseases had been held in 1920, in Washington, under the joint 
auspices of the American Red Cross, the U. S. Interdepartmental 
Social Hygiene Board, the U. S. Public Health Service and the 
Amer can Social Hygiene Association, your national voluntary ageney 
founded in 1913 by a group of distinguished leaders 


Early Problems 

Those of you who only in recent years have taken part in the fine 
work done bs the social hygiene associations in the different countries 
cannot know how the situation has changed in twenty, thirty, years, 
and how enormous have been the advances. However, even during 
this period of years the fight against the venereal diseases did not 
progress rapidly, largely because these diseases were protected 
against attack by the perhaps well-intentioned but false thinking of 
nice people in many countries, who said, ‘*‘We have nothing to do 
with venereal diseases. Nice people don’t have VD. Venereal dis- 
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eases and prostitution are two things nice people do not speak about.’ 
Those years when venereal diseases were taboo have been described 
by our president Dr. Snow and other writers in your JOURNAL OF 
SociaL Hyaiene. In all parts of the world the same difficulties were 
met. A French lady of high distinction who was active in the fight 
against venereal diseases told me that 25 years ago when she tried 
to make a speech to women workers about venereal diseases, she had 
to endure a bombardmfnt by tomatoes and other projectiles, and when 
she complained aftekwards to a police inspector, he answered: 

Madame, I can’t give &ny support to a woman who occupies herself 
with such things as venereal diseases, because by doing this she 
puts herself outside the law.’’ And it is perhaps also well to 
remember that 30 years ago when a Belgian minister of health pro- 
posed to his colleague in the State Department that a letter be sent 
to all nations to ask collaboration in providing venereal disease treat- 
ment for sea-faring men, the State Department official at first refused 
to send the letter because he believed that it was impossible to use 
the words syphilis and gonorrhea in an official letter 


As recently as 1936 it was a most unusual event, as well as a most 
important one, when Dr. Thomas Parran, Surgeon General of the 
('. S. Publie Health Service, wrote his article, ‘‘Why don’t we stamp 
out syphilis?’’ for the Reader's Digest 


Today's Task 

And now that the barriers against public discussion of syphilis 
and gonorrhea have been generally broken down, the national anti-VD 
organizations and the International Union have a great responsibility 
and a great task, because in many ways it is constantly proved to 
us that enormous ignorance still exists concerning VD among people 
in every land. New and vigorous efforts must be made both nationally 


and internationally to overcome this 


The International Union's Program 

There is not time here for me to say much about the important 
work accomplished by the Union before World War II. The record 
of activities can be found in the printed Proceedings of the annual 
General Assemblies, which are on file in many medical and other 
technical libraries. I may say, however, that every year from 1923 

il 1938 an Assembly was held, and that these meetings were of 

eat value and importance in advancing cooperation among the 
ountries. Each year the Assembly took place in a different country, 
at the invitation of the national government and of the national 
voluntary organizations existing there. Usually these organizations 
tnmade use of the interest aroused locally by the Assembly to build 
support for their objectives and stimulate effort. This policy is 
still followed. For instance the Union in its 1949 meeting in Rome 
vave endorsement and support to the social reforms contemplated by 
the Italian government, and stated the opinion that the new Italian 
legislation * should include elimination of brothels and repression, 
rather than regulation, of prostitution 


Sinee adopted Ep 





PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 21 


These annual assemblies, before and since the war, have always 
furnished a sort of international parliament for all questions con- 
cerning the fight against venereal diseases and for consideration 
of related social and educational problems. Every country, large 
and small, every organization, every man and woman present, can 
take part in the discussions. These representatives, all striving in 
different ways for the same goal, have returned home from the 
assemblies enriched by new ideas and personal contacts with other 


delegates. 


It will be remembered that previous to the establishment in 1946 * 
of the World Health Organization as an international governmental 
agency, and the appointment of the WHO Expert Committee on 
Venereal Disease Infections, the Union was the only world-wide organ- 
ization attempting to deal on a continuing year-round basis with 
these problems. Now that WHO has set up a program for eoopera- 
tion with the national governments, the Union, in its ‘‘official rela- 
tionship’’ to WHO and its role as the international voluntary agency 
in its field, has the opportunity to be of special service. Through 
the affiliated national organizations represented in its membership, 
IUVD is in a particularly advantageous position to obtain informa- 
tion on, and to assemble results of experience and experiments from 
the whole social hygiene field. Through the vears of informal coop- 
eration among these organizations, important contacts have been 
developed which enable ready exchange of views. The voluntary 
member agencies of the Union have certain advantages. As non- 
official bodies they are free to find fault. They can study various 
questions not yet ripe for official discussion. They can, and this 
the Union considers among its most important tasks, develop public 
sentiment in favor of special projects. 


While recognizing that the increasing attention given to the subject 
by national and international governmental health bodies has sub- 
stantially altered the roles hitherto filled by the Union and the 
national voluntary groups, we must keep in mind two things: First, 
that at almost every point of interest in the VD campaign, the 
initiative has been taken by these groups, and second, that there 
is still work of great importance for them to do. As time goes on, 
in the interest of all concerned, the respective spheres of activity 
should become clearly defined, both between the national voluntary 
agencies and the governmental health ministries in the different 
countries, and at the international level between the Union and WHO. 


Postwar Progress 

It was to be expected that during the vears immediately following 
the war great difficulties would be encountered by all international 
governmental and non-governmental agencies in rebuilding their 


Although WHO was not officially recognized as a United National Specialized 
Ageney until 1948, when a stipulated number of national governments had 
ratified the WHO Constitution, Interim Commission activities, with venereal 
diseases among priorities, began immediately following the First World Health 
Congr ss, New York, June, 1946. 
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memberships and activities. Under these circumstances the progress 
made by the Union has been encouraging. After difficult preparatory 
work and a meeting of the Executive Committee in 1946, the first 
postwar General Assembly was held in October 1947 in Paris. This 
was the sixteenth event of this character. Dr. J. R. Heller, at that time 
Director of the Venereal Disease Division of the U. S. Publie Health 
Service, presented his remarkable report on Venereal Disease in One 
World, which gave us all food for thought 


At that time also we received the first r port of our Regional 
Office for the Americas, which has been operated for the Union since 
the beginning of 1947 by the American Social Hygiene Association, 
and which served as-a base for Mr. Flurscheim, our treasurer, while 
he spent a year in visiting the Latin American countries on our 
behalf. We elected Dr. Snow and our other officers for a three-year 
term, appomted some functional committees and began to plan cvop- 
eration with the WIIO as soon as the latter should be ready 


In September, 1948, at the invitation of the Danish Government 
and the Danish Society for Combating Venereal Diseases, we held 
our Second Postwar General Assembly in Copenhagen. By now, the 
First World Health Assembly had been held, and the Union took 
further steps to be of service as feasible. As I have said, the story 
of these two Assemblies, as well as of earlier ones, is told in the 
printed Proceedings for each year, which record the Union's 


© 


provress 


The Union's 1949 Assembly 


The September Assembly at Rome was of special. importance 
it was the first meeting held since the Union was given the 

f official relationship with WHO. Such relationship not 
only gives important rights to the Union, but also entails special 


be cause 


status <« 


added obligations, and we have been working more closely than ever 
with the WHO staff at Geneva, and through our Regional Office 
for the Americas with the Pan American Sanitarv Bureau in Was! 
ington as WHO’s Regional Office for the same area Our Rome 
weting, I am glad to sav, gave us a very good basis for our job 
in relation to the problems presented by the WHO's VD Secretariat, 
as you will see from the various resolutions adopted and included 


In these oceedinags 


The meeting at Rome also seemed to me important for many other 
reasons, and I regret that time permits mention of only a few items 
on the agenda. I would like to mention especially the excellent 
report presented by Dr. Kitchen, on behalf of himself, Dr. Rein 
and Dr. Thomas, concerning the important results obtained in the 
United States with procaine penicillin in aluminum monostearate 
This report had the whole attention of the Assembly, and made it 
definitely clear that we have here to reckon with a most effective 
new weapon against the major venereal diseases 

Available in French from many libraries. English summaries of the 1947 


and 1948 assemblies may be secured from the Union's Regional Office for the 
Americas, Roon i) 1790 Broadwa N York 19, N \ 
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Concerning the old and always new problems of prostitution, the 
Union approved the proposal of the United Nations Social Committee 
to the UN Assembly, to take all necessary measures to repeal ever) 
law under which persons who practice prostitution are required to 
be specially registered ; but considering also that whereas it is equalls 
important to protect the public health, the Union recommended 
that it should be understood that each government can adopt measures 
to trace and treat all individuals, men or women, who are infected 
and capable of transmitting infections. 


Considering that hereditary syphilis has diminished largely as a 
result of constant vigilance, the Union also expressed the opinion, 
that it is imperative to maintain all measures for preventing the 
transmission of syphilis from parents to children; and that, if it 
proves to be desirable, a joint conference of syphilologists and pedia- 
tricians should be held to study the manifestations of hereditary 
syphilis. 


Dr. Brumfield has given you here a report of the work done by 
the Union to aid in combating venereal diseases among Rhine River 
boatmen. This is a good illustration of how the initiative taken by 
the Union in promoting such a project, years ago, prepared the way 
which will lead, we believe, to a splendid collaboration of the Union 
with WHO in carrying out this demonstration. 


I want to say that we had in Rome a very important U. 8S. dele- 
gation, including two American Social Hygiene Association repre- 
sentatives from the Regional Office for the Americas. The Associa- 
tion’s generous support and operation of this Office is greatly 
appreciated. 


Professor Bayet, the Union’s first president, once said, *‘that the 
activities of the Union will be fruitful according to the degree t 
which its member countries lend it effective coordination. All our 
efforts must press forward together. All must have the clear under- 
standing and active support of the people, everywhere ; and not 
only as to benefits to be gained for themselves in their own countries, 
but for the Union’s influence the world round.’’ I think this world 
wide need has been understood in the U.S. since the war as never 
before; and I can tell you that we in Europe are very thankful for 
the enormous help you are giving us—not only by dollars, but by 
your many other splendid contributions on the battlefield of VD. 
The work done in the United States occupies such an important place 
in the field of our activities that it is quite logical that it should 
hold a position of first rank in the Union’s work. And it is not 
only for that reason, but also for his more personal qualifications, 
that at the last Union meeting, there was a general request to Dr. Snow 
not to resign as he proposed, but to continue to hold the presidency 
of the Union, in this beautiful job: ... of the people, by the people, 
and for the people. 





BE Aas 
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PROGRAM 
1949 General Assembly, September 12-16, 1949, Rome, Italy 


Monday, September 12 


AM At the Capitel-Formal opening session, presided over by the High Com 
missioner for Hygiene and Public Health followed by a reception given 
by the Mayor of Rome 

PM Executive Committee meeting 
First work session 


Entertainment gi 1 for « gat the National Italian Committee 


Tuesday, September 13 
sshon 


including visit to the VD clinic 


Wednesday, September 14 
1M Third work session 
Noon Luncheon given by the Italian Society of Dermato-Syphilology 
PM Fourth work session 


Thursday, September 15 
LM Scientific meeting at the Dermatology Clinic at the University of Rome 
neluding presentation of inieal cases and discussion 
Visits to the anti-VD health institutions 
nin Official dinnet iven byw the High aT for Hygiene and 
Public Health 


Friday, September 1 


Work Program 


Diseussion followed all sessions 

Incidence and causes of accidents produced by anti-venereal arsenical medications 
as found in certain countries: Kapporteu Prof. Franco Flarer (Italy) 

Results of sinvle and multiple injection schedules for treatment of early syphilis 
with procaine penicillin in oil with aluminum monostearate: Rapporteurs 
Dr, D KO Ritehen United States Dr. |} W Thomas (United States 
Dr. ¢ R. Rein (United States 

The problem of congenital syphilis from the medical-social point of view: Rap 

teurs Dr. Gerard (Belgiun Mrs. Neville Rolfe (Great Britain), Dr 
Brun-Pedersen (Denmark) 

The problem of prostitution and of social measures relative to the problem of 
prostitution Rapporteurs: X Poland Dr Walter Clarke (United 
States), Dr. P. Lavoine (France 

Prostitution in Morocco: Rapporteurs: Dr. Sicault and Dr. Lepinay (Morocco 

The anti-venereal campaign in Italy—actual conditions and future prospects: 
Rapporteurs: Prof. Tommasi and Prof. Canaperia (Italy 

The anti-venereal organization in the Rhine river area, in collaboration with the 
World Health Organization: Rapporteur: Prof. Pautrier (France) 

Business sessions: Report on the Union's Activities, Dr. Cavaillon, Secretary 
General; Financial Report, Mr. B. H. Flurscheim, Treasurer 

Miscellaneous: Special questions; discussion of activities and future plans of 
the IUVD: da place, time of the next Assembly 
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DELEGATES TO THE 1949 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Representing National Member Agencies and Programs 


AUSTRIA 
Professor Wiedmann, Ministry of Public Health 
ALGERIA 
Dr. E. Hadida, Ministry of Public Health 
BELGIUM 
Dr. P. van de Calseyde, Director-General, Ministry of Public Health and 
of the Family 
Dr. Leon Dekeyser, Vice-President IUVD 
Dr. G. Gerard, Secretary, Belgian National League against the Venereal 
Diseases 
BULGARIA 
Dr. Petrov Mevorach, Ministry of Public Health 
DENMARK 
Dr. H. Brun-Pedersen, President, Danish Association against Venereal Dis 
eases; Assistant Secretary-General IUVD 
Dr. Tage Kemp 
EGYPT 
Dr. Ibrahim Hanafi Nagi, Chief. VD Division, Ministry of Public Health 
FRANCE 
Dr. André Cavaillon, Secretary-General IUVD 
Professor L. M. Pautrier, Ministry of Public Health 
Professor H. Gougerot, Technical Counselor IUVD 
Dr. P. Lavoine, Ministry of Publie Health 
Dr. Durel, French Society of Moral and Sanitary Prophylaxis 
M. L. Viborel, Ministry of Public Health 
GREAT BRITAIN 
Col. L. W. Harrison, Technical Counselor TUVD 
Dr. Robert Forgan, Central Council for Health Education 
GREECE 
Cristophore Doucas, Ministry of Hygiene and Public Health 
* INDONESIA 
M. S. Long, Anti-Venereal Disease Service of Hanoi 
NETHERLANDS 
Dr. E. H. Hermans, Vice-President IUVD 
Professor J. J. Zoon, President, Netherlands Union ag 
Diseases 


ITALY 


Venereal 


serving also as members of the Italian National Committee 

Dr. M. Cotellessa, High Commissioner of Public Health (Honorary Chairman 

Professor A. Spallicci, Assistant High Commissioner of Public Health 

Professor G. Canaperia, Chief of the Cabinet for the High Commission on 
Hygiene and Public Health 

Professor J. Cappelli, President of the Italian Society 
Syphilology 

Professor Ciarrocchi, Professor 

Professor Franco Flarer, Director of the Dermatosyphilology Clini 
sity of Padova 

Dr. R. Ronca, Director of VD Services, Ministry of Health 

Professor Tarantelli, Professor of Dermatology, University of Rome 

Professor Tommasi, Director of the Clinic of Dermatology and Syphilology, 
University of Rome 

Dr. Traversa, Chief, Division of Venereal Diseases, Ministry of Health 

MOROCCO 
Dr. Lepinay, Health Director of Moroeco 


POLAND 
Dr. Jerzy Suchanek, Dr. T. Chorazak, Dr. T. Stepniewzski, Polish Union 


against Venereal Diseases 


of Dermatology and 


ot Dermatology of the University of Rome 
Unive 


* Observer 
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SWEDEN 
Dr. Malcom Tottie, Society of Dermatology 
SWITZERLAND 
Professor Walter Burckhardt, Technical Counsel IUVD, President Swiss 
Society against the Venereal Diseases 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Dr. William F. Snow, l’resident IUVD, Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
American Social Hygiene Association 
Dr. William A. Brumfield, Jr., Deputy Commissioner of Health, New York 
State 
Dr. D. K. Kitchen, Director Medical Division, Bristol Laboratories 
Mrs. Robert N. Tuller, Assistant Director Regional Office for the Americas 
IUVD 


Representing International Technical Counselor'’ Agencies 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF FAMILY ORGANIZATIONS 
Mrs. Pia Colini Lombardi 
Professor Giacomo Santori 

INTERNATIONAL ABOLITIONIST FEDERATION 
Professor J. Droin 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF GREAT BRITAIN 
Colonel L. W. Harrison 

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES 
Dr. Lorenzo Lapponi 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
Dr. Thorstein Guthe 
Dr. Alain Spillmann 
Dr. G. M. Leiby 


Assembly Secretariat 
ITALIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
Dr. C. Garaci 
INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST THE VENEREAL DISEASES 
Miss Marguerite Trove 
Dr. H. M. E. Martin 


RESOLUTIONS 
| Assembly of the International Union against 
eases, Rome 2-16 September, |949 


|. THE USE OF PENICILLIN 
In view of the results obtained in the USA with Procaine Penicillin micro- 
nized and suspended in oil, to which has been added aluminum monostearate, 
the Union hopes that wider use will be made of this product or one of equal 
efficacy in ensuring the retention of penicillin in the body 


ll. THE PROBLEM OF PROSTITUTION * 

" Whereas in October, 1947, a resolution was adopted calling on the interna- 
tional authorities and all national governments to put into effect the four 
international conventions on suppression of traffic in women and recommending 
the signature of the fifth convention of 1937, and 


Whereas the United Nations have assumed the respon-ibility of studying 
and dealing with these difficult problems and have asked the Economic and 
Social Council, through its Social Commission, to prepare a new convention 
based on national customs and experience of the Nations in respect of previous 


onventions 


See page 46 
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rhe Union approves the proposal of the Social Commission to be presented 
to the Assembly of the United Nations for ratification, which reads as follows 


“Each of the signatories agrees to take all necessary measures to repeal 
every law, regulation or practice under which persons who practice pros 
titution, or are suspected of so doing, are required to be specially registered 
or to possess special papers, or to conform to special ordinances for their 
surveillance or notification.” 

(b) Whereas, on the other hand, it is equally important to protect the public 

health against infected persons spreading venereal diseases, the Union recom 

mends that the following be added to the text of the above proposal 


“It is understood that each Government, by arrangements in accordance 
with its national customs, can adopt such measures as it considers neces 
sary to trace and treat all individuals, whoever they may be, found after 
medical examination to be infected and capable of transmitting infection 


lll. THE PRESENT POSITION OF HEREDITARY SYPHILIS 
The Union, believing that, whatever views may be held on the manifestations 


of congenital syphilis, it is a fact that this form of the disease is still a menace 
and has diminished only as a result 


imperative to maintain 
preventing the 


of constant vigilance, is of opinion that 
it is possible to increase the measures for 
syphilis from parents to children, the most 
important of such measures being treatment of the expectant mothe 


and, if 
transmission of 


IV. THE SEXUAL BEHAVIOR OF PATIENTS WITH VENEREAL DISEASE 
In order to obtain a better understanding of the facts, the Union desires 
1) That psy hological and social investigations be instituted in the cases 
of patients attending a number of venereal disease treatment centers 
to be selected by representatives of the Union; 


That in each country the investigation be directed and coordinated by 
a local representative of the Union; 


That on the international level the investigations made in the partici- 
pating countries be coordinated by Dr. Tage Kemp, who last year, at 
the request of the Union, prepared a plan of organization 


(with ques- 
tionary) of this investigation; 
4) That the WHO will be good enough to take an interest in this work 
and to give the Union financial help to carry it out. 


V. THE ITALIAN LEGISLATION RELATING TO PROSTITUTION AND TO THE 

STRUGGLE AGAINST THE VENEREAL DISEASES 
The Union, having learnt with the greatest satisfaction of the reforms 
contemplated by the Italian Parliament, hopes that the new Italian legislation 
will include 


1) The suppression of 


“maisons de 
prostitution ; 


tolerance” and of regulation of 


2) The establishment of prenuptial health certificate obligatory 


(3) The organization of venereal disease epidemiological measures on the 


lines adopted by such countries as the Scandinavian nations, the USA 
and France. 


Vi. COMBATING VENEREAL DISEASES AMONG RHINE RIVER BOATMEN 
The Union, 

(a) believing that it is desirable that a treatment card should be distributed 

to each merchant seaman or boatman suffering from a venereal disease, that 

the text of the individual treatment card prepared under the Brussels Agree- 

ment does not now accord with advances in medical science, and that it 


will 
be necessary for certain regions to have a special card, 
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recommends to the WHO, 


new individual treatm i be prepared [or 


ordanes with the ittached 


tl such cards be distributed regularly and free of charge, undet 
the auspices of the WHO, in all VD treatment centers in seaports and 
iverports throughout the world 


that the possibility be considered of adding at the end of this special 
card a list of all the principal treatment centers in the world, and 


that a special card be issued for the Rhine River boatmen according 
to the annexed draft, containing at the end a complete list of all 
treatment centers in the area, with addresses and hours of consultation. 


The Union has considered the possibility of replacing the present method 
of entering on the card the particulars of the treatment given by a new calendar 
method (on lines of the attached draft 


(b rhe Union adopts the various other recommendations made by Professor 
Pautrier in his report 


(« Phe Union expresses its gratification over the happy results achieved in 
this fleld by the collaboration of the Union with the WHO 


Vil. ANTI-VENEREAL EDUCATION 
The Union recommends the promotion of arrangements for the exchange of 
films and other propagandist material between its different members 


Vill. COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE UNION AND THE WHO 
Whereas nations through their Ministries of Health or Departments of 
Health and, on an international level, the WHO prescribe and coordinate 
measures to overcome disease and to improve the health of the peo} les of 
the world 


x Union recognizes that the very important role hitherto filled by national 


rh 
and international leagues for combating venereal diseases has been substa itially 


altered by the increasing attention given to the subject by national and inter 
onal governmental health organizations, but nevertheless, considers that 
there is still work of great importance for national and international voluntary 


organization and that it is in the interest both of individual 


poverhnments 
and of the WHO that respective spheres of activity should be defined on the one 
hand between the voluntary organizations and the government health depart 


ments in individual countries, and on the other hand between the Union 


and the WHO 
commends 


untry the try « es i oF Departments of 
collaboration i oluntar) ganizations and thie 
collaboration « h i ‘ h the best qualified 


osen 


That the Ministries of Health o ‘ " ts of Health on the one 

und and the WHO on the other thi accept i useful sugyvestions for 
bating venereal diseases 

Ministries of Health or Departments of Health, so far as 

national voluntary organizations are concerned and the 

the Union is concerned ensure the necessary cooperation 

the voluntary organizations and to the Union the study 


problems and the irrying out of special items in the 
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IX. THE PROGRAM OF THE UNION’S GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 1950 


The Union proposes on the occasion of its General Assembly in 1950 


lo hold a joint conference of syphilologists and pediatricians in 
order to study the problem of hereditary syphilis 


ro place on the Agenda 


\ A discussion on popular health education on venereal diseases 
and on sex education; 
B) A discussion on the oral use of penicillin 
lo have the appropriate committee of the Union also look into the 
question of discussing serological tests and laboratory techniques. 


mi 
The Union ratifies the statutes of the Council for the Coordination of Inter- 
national Congresses of Medical Sciences, the protocol of which was signed in 
Brussels on behalf of the Union by Dr. Dekeyser, Vice-President 


Xi. 


rhe Union decides to appoint three permanent Committees 


Committee 1 to study questions relating to resolutions adopted by the Union 
and to publications under its auspices 


This Committee will consist, with the President and the Secretary-General, 
of Dr. Hermans, Dr. Dekeyser and Colonel Harrison 


Committee 2 to study the question of the program and of collaboration with 
the WHO 


rhis Committee will consist, with the President and the Secretary-General, 
if Dr. Van der Calseyde, Professor Pautrier and Dr. Brumfield 


Committee 3 to study financial questions. 


rhis Committee will consist, with the President and the Secretary-General, 
of Dr. Brun-Pedersen, Professor Burckhardt and Dr. Kitchen 


Xi. 
The Union decides to hold its General Assembly of 1950 in Switzerland and 
entrusts to Professor Burckhardt the task of preparing for this conference in 
Haboration with WHO 


XH. 
The Union records with regret the resignation of its Treasurer and instructs 
« Finance Committee 
lo take all necessary measures, with the appropriate committee of the 
Union, to appoint a new treasurer as quickly as possible 
It authorizes the President and the Secretary-General to make the appoint- 
nent on the recommendation of the Finance Committes 


It authorizes its Finance Committee to appoint two auditors, who will 


ut from the date of appointment of the new Treasurer 


It requests the Finance Committee to determine the form in which the 
Union's budget will be presented in the future, insisting on the value of 
a detailed presentation 

The Union requests its Finance Committee to study ways and means for 


securing substantial financial support, and for ensuring prompt payment 
of their subscriptions by members of the Union 
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REPORT OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE AMERICAS 


International Union against the Venereal Diseases 
948 to August 31, 1949 


entemner } 


JEAN 8B. PINNEY, /) 


The current vear is the third in which the American Social Hygiene 
Association's Committee on International Relations and Activities 
has undertaken to operate the Union's Regional Office for the Amer 
As in 1947 and 1948, opportunities for service in number and 
xceeded the limited facilities of personnel and mate- 
rials availabl but every day s work offers fresh proof of the value 
and close-at-hand liaison between those 


icas 


‘ 


scope have Tat 


of such regional outposts 
working in the international impaign The vear’s activities may 
be summarized as follows 


Liaison with the United Nations 

The Regional Office Director has continued to serve as the Union's 
official representative to the UN headquarters at Lake Success, New 
York, and in this capacity has attended special meetings called by 
the UN Department of Public Information, and has frequently con 
ferred with the staff of the UN Division of Social Activities and 


with the Social Commission and other committees and commissions 


of the Economie and Social Council regarding the international 
health and welfare program now in the making. The Regional Office, 
together with the American Social Hygiene Association as the Union's 
has been especially called upon to help in 


U.S.A. member ageney, 
to deal with 


satisfactorv new International Convention 


framing a 
world-wide basis, and in setting 


the repression of prostitution on a 
up a framework for action in the various countries, through ** working 


parties’’ of informed and cooperative citizens 


Close liaison, both on a regional basis and internationally in behalf 
of the Union's main office as requested by the Seecretary-General, 
has been continued with the UN Specialized Agencies, UNESCO and 
the World Health Organization. Since WHO invited the Union into 

official relationship”’’ in October 1948, cooperation with the Eaper 
VD Committers with the Necretariat of the WHO VD Section at 
with the WHO Reqional Office for the Americas (the 


(fjeneva, and I 
Pan Ameriean Sanitary Bureau) in Washington has been especially 
close and active The Union's Regional Office has served in a 
number of ways in connection with special projects elsewhere dis 
cussed, such as the Rhine River study, Union representation from the 
Necond World Health Assembly in Rome. and 


United States at the 
cial experimentation mn Europe. 


the provision of penicillin for sp 


of liaison with / VESCO. iN Ho and the qi ternational 


(An example 
provision of publications and 


Labor Organization jointly was the 
a **milot pro ect’’ a” Haiti which Ss considered 


other materials for 
theds and results for ‘*‘on-the-spot”’ 


to have set a high mark in me 


health education work 
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Field Work and Conferences 

Regional Office representatives, including staff and volunteers, 
visited a good number of other countries during the past year. Among 
these were the countries of Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Denmark, Eny 
land, Finland, France, Italy, Mexico, Norway, Netherlands and 
Switzerland. Aside from UN meetings mentioned above, representa 
tion was arranged at two important conferences in the Americas 
1) the Seventh Annual Meeting of the United States-Mexico Border 
Public Health Association in Nogales, Arizona and Nogales, Mexico, 
in April 1949, and (2) the Second Pan American Conference of 
Social Work in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 1949. The American 
Social Hygiene Association in cooperation with the authorities and 
agencies concerned made a special study of prostitution conditions 
along the United States-Mexican Border, as they relate to the health 
and morale of civilians and of military forces of both countries 
Similar studies were made of large seaports, the findings of which 
are of international interest because of world transportation, shipping 
and migratory population health and welfare problems. 


Publications and special assistance were provided for two WHO 
VD Consultant-lecturers who made field tours to several European 
‘ountries during the spring and summer of 1949. 


Vew York Regional Conference in October.—Plans were made for 
an informal Regional Conference of Union member agencies and 
other groups in the Americas, to be held on October 23, in New York 
City, just previous to the 77th Annual Convention of the American 
Publie Health Association. A considerable number of representa- 
tives from the Americas are expected to be in attendance. 


Visitors and Correspondence 

Although the Regional Office considers its first duty to serve the 
-ountries of the Western Hemisphere, numerous requests are received 
and met from all parts of the world. In past months about forty 
visitors from seventeen countries outside the Americas have come 
to our office to seek acquaintance and information kor some of 
these individuals and groups itineraries of several days or weeks’ 
time were arranged, to permit them to see the United States social 
hygiene program in action. Examples of the special services pro 
vided are 


Burma: Request for outline and advice on overall national social hygiene 
jasic materials sent we learn are being used for gradual develop 

such a progran India: Lady Laxmidevi, the Rani of Phaltan 
iv in our off tudying the organization of the social hygiene 
Italy: A Senator of the Italian Parliament requested information 
ted States laws regarding prostitution, to help the Parliament in con- 

a bill calling for prostitution repression. The Regional Office arranged 

our Digests of Laws and our publications on legislative principles sent 
Philippines: Previous to the Philippine Independence, the Regional 

was in touch with interested groups there as among the Americas A 
cent WHO Consultant serving in Manila was provided with program materials 
for an anti-VD campaign, which is now established. . Germany: [n answer 
to a request from a faculty member of the Free University of Berlin, the 
Regional Office and ASHA Liaison Office have secured from American publishers 
ontribution of a quantity of medical text books and medical magazines which 


progTar 


t 
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are 


Public Information and Publications 


tl 


Deis replace publications destroyed 


iring the lat 


| ario "vit this type already described, 


In addition to t! 


i¢ following may be n 
Union activities regularly publicized through the World News and Views 
J N I the SoctiaL HYGIENE 


epartment of the OF SOC! GIENE, n n e 
nd 949 General Assemblies pre 


, 1048 


ti 


NEw News releases concerning ' 
and for the Pan American 


| 


5S 


t 


t 


| 


ared for the Ams 


te., publish¢ | 1 
n Spanish in Lat American public 


rican Journal of Public Health 
Report on 1948 General Assembly, resolutions, 
let 7 


anitary Bulletin, in Spanish 
IFNE, and cireulated 


January O40, Je or Soctat Hy’ 
t t WHO Resolution on VD program 


eptance into “official 


t First World Health Assembly, ry Union a 


Sy i nd cireu ed among magazines 
Committee—Report of Second Session: 
for abstract ar 

Ik sepl 


lat 


elationsh Pp * translated int paris 
he Americas WHO VD Expert 
Healt Ser rrangement was read 
blication Syphilis Review of the Recent Literature, 1946, by 
url wore ind Charles | Mohr, MLD The } irtes ‘ he 
{ Syphilis erhe | ” USA, and the 


rough tl S ‘ubl 


ted into Spanish for 


lournal « ropica 5 me thi was tra 
tir , , ed by e latte n Corky, the Killer. 


ASHA 


Future Plans 

It seems clear whether or 
Regional Office for the Americas be continued beyond the end of 
1949 in its present form and under its present auspices, that the 
opportunities for service will increase rathe 
the time when the nations in both Hemispheres will be in a position 
to meet their own needs for programs, publications and other mate- 
rials. In the Americas, progress is steadily being made towards 
this objective, and the Regional Office staff believes that special 
this time can pay extra dividends in the form of 

il working programs adapted to the particular 
} s recommended that 


not the Union decides to ask that the 


r than lessen, pending 


ooperation at 
established pra 
needs of eac! 


the Regional Office 


Towards this end, it 1 
the coming year shall stress: 


n Int 


ountry 


program during 


icial and voluntary groups 
ntries, as well as with th 
Inter-American organizatio ; Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau and if er ierican Affairs and*the Inter- 


Amerivan ( 


The friendly 
ind with spe 


many non-governmental 
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inter-American agencies, offer a foundation on which to build a 
lasting structure of interrelated voluntary social hygiene work in 
the Western Hemisphere, at a time when such a voluntary citizen 
program can be of special support to the governmental efforts of 
WHO, UNESCO and other units of the United Nations. 


INTERNATIONAL VD ACTIVITIES OF THE U. S. PUBLIC 
HEALTH SERVICE 


THEODORE J. BAUER, M.D. 


Director, Venereal Disease Division, Washington 


Since Congress created it in 1918, a Division of Venereal Diseases 
has been maintained by the U. 8S. Public Health Service, and the 
VD program and activities have been changed and expanded from 
year to vear as new discoveries and better methods have developed. 
In 1945 the USPHS Office of International Health Relations was 
established. This Office advises the State Department on all matters 
relating to WHO, and arranges American representation at all inter 
national health conferences 

In the United States teamwork of governmental and non-govern 
mental agencies has always been reeognized as highly important. In 
our particularly difficult field, the American Social Hygiene Asso 
‘lation has cooperated most effectively and helpfully with federal, 
state and local health departments. The World Health Organization 
and the International Union against the Venereal Diseases have estab 
lished official relationship and are demonstrating that equally valu 


able cooperation can be resumed by international governmental and 


non-governmental agencies 

Such meetings as this Regional Conference promote public interest 
in the activities of the several countries of the Americas and of the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau which has become the Regional Offic 
for WHO. A gathering like this also affords opportunities to discuss 
activities of other agencies such as the United States-Mexico Border 
Public Health Association, the Conference of State and Provincial 
Health Authorities, and of the increasing number of social hygiene 
organizations in countries of Central and South America and in th 
Caribbean Area. 

Morb dity reports indicate that primary and secondary syphilis 
are declining, due to a lowered incidence of syphilis. Yet the number 
of cases reported as congenital syphilis apparently has remained con 
stant for the past five and a half years in the United States. We 
do not know the explanation for this, but we do know that there has 
been a continuous decrease in the infant mortality rate from syphilis 
However, of one thing we may be sure; there is too much congenital 
s) philis, and too much of it goes untreated into the later years of life 
It is a matter for world-wide congratulation that the Venereal Dis- 
ease Section of WHO is giving prigrity to finding and treating syphilis 
in mothers and children 

The international project which has been mentioned here for study 
ing application of all the best methods of case-finding, diagnosis, 


treatment, epidemiology and contact-tracing among boatmen in the 
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Rhine River Area has great possibilities for utilizing our new med 
ical and publie health knowledge and for promoting related social 
protection and publie education measures 


It seems clear that future progress in the control of syphilis and 
yonorrhea will depend internationally, as well as intra-nationally, 
upon increasing publie interest and support, expanding application 
by health departments and physicians of the latest tested methods, 
and by continued research along all the lines of medical, social, edu- 
eational and morale building activities affecting these problems of 
preventive medicine and health conservation 

Of syphilis and gonorrhea onlv, among the still wide spread ecom- 
municable diseases, can it be said today: that treatment is inexpen- 
sive and efficient, the facilities are at hand, the causative organisms 
and their mode of transmission are well known, and an enlightened 
public opinion demands control. The challenge is squarely before 
us to unite in community, state, national and international efforts 
to control, reduce and ultimately to eradicate these diseases 


DELEGATES AND GUESTS 
First Regional Conference, IUVD, New York, October 23, 1949 


International Agencies UN Woerld Health Organization Dr. Thorstein Guthe, Medi 
eal Officer, VID Section, Geneva Dr. Alain P. M. Spillmann. VD Consultant for 
Europe Dr. John Ff Mahoney, Chairman, Expert Committee on VD Infections, 
New York: Dr. FE. H. Hermans, Member of Committce, Netherlands 

UN International Children's Emergency Fund Dr. P. Z. King, Medical Adviser, N. Y 

Internatte it m against the Venereal Diseases William F. Snow, M.D Presi 
lent Kh. Pinney, Director, Regional Office for the Americas; Josephine V 
I ler. Assistant Director Aiko Abe, Secretary 
§.-Mexsleo Border Public Health Assoctation Dr. M. F. Haralson, Secretary, El 
i'n lexas Also medical Officer in Charge at Fl Paso for Pan American 

initary Bureau 

National Kepresentatives Brazil Dr. Jose Martins Barros, Assistant, VD Depart 
men Colk f Hygiene and Publ Health, Un rsity of Sao Paulo 

Canada . bD. B. Layton, Directo Division of Venereal Disease Control 
Department of National Health and Welfare, Ot Ontario Ir. David Beau 
lie Joint Director, Division of VID Control, M at f Health Montreal 
‘ © he 

Cuba Dr. Orland anizares, New York 

Denmark Ir rete ix, Danish State Ser 1 Institute 

Feypt r. Mage . Cairo 

France of or P. Joulla, Clir ¢ ermate cique, School of Medicine hordeaux 
I versity 


Netherlands r dward UW Ilert ne Hermans) Medical Director 
Hotterdan Member WHO Exp nmitte ‘ Vb vice-president, IUVD 
Mr Jule v« t New \ 

Poland Dr. Tadeu Capinski, Se sixtar ermatological Clinic, Jagielloniar 
I ver Krakow 


United States of Americen (Federal Age Publle Health Service Dr. T. J 
aver, Director, VIP Division, Wast Dr. W. H. Aufrane, Assistant Chief 
Ve , 


W aehinet Ihr r Arnold \« t ector. VD Research Laboratory 


! S Marine Hoepital, Staten Island, N t S. Veterans Administration 
I? I bot J Departine f ed e and Surgery Washington 
The Amertean Social Hygiene Association nat voluntary agency) Dr. Walter 
‘ rk \ (lar x Direct ther Emerson Sweeney, Director 
Harriett ' nd, Assistant Director, Publi 

Serv t mond P. Sanford (and Mrs. Sanford) 
ley ntative;: Shirl . ‘ rand Madeline Carter, secretaries 

w, Mre. S vy, Mises I r lier and Mrs. Abe is above) 

Keagtonal, State and Leeal Representatives and Guests Georgia State Department of 
Health Mrs. Charlies I) Center, Miss El t Center, George Steinhouse (and 
M Steinhouse Mises Annie Taylor Maryland Dr. Jo Hume, Johns 
versity Baltimore Massachusetts Ihr Nicholas . Fiums Vp 

Health Departr t New Vork Ir \ srumf _dr 

t Alba yr Gurney i and Mrs 
*hysicians and Surgeons, Columbia 

William Gibbons, Church of 

Social Hyviene Committee 

‘ irch and Dwight Co Dr 

re Ro the ector t ) l y N. ¥. City Health Depart 

Ohio ! ‘ortertiel at mmissioner, Columbus 
Oregon ¥ ; ere ‘ir r ’ : ‘ ivision, Oregon TB and 

H ! the 


: Laesoc) 





NATIONAL EVENTS 


ELEANOR SHENEHON 


Director, Washington Liaison Office 
American Social Hygiene Association 


Social Hygiene Executives Meet.—The yearly social hygiene family 
gathering, held in New York October 20-21, brought together social 
hygiene executives from as far west as Oregon and as far south as 
Georgia, to meet with ASHA officers, board members, the national 
headquarters staff and field representatives from Alaska, Texas, Cali- 
fornia, Illinois and the Southern and Seaboard regions. Fifty com- 
munities and 13 states were represented in the group of nearly 100 


Program items included several unusually provocative and stimu- 
lating topics and discussions. In response to recommendations from 
the group, the first morning session panel will be repeated, in almost 
original form, at ASHA’s Social Hygiene Conference and Annual 
Meeting on February 1, 1950, at the Hotel New Yorker. 


The ‘‘family’’ participated in the following meetings : 


Thursday, October 20, 1949, Morning Session—9:30 A.M. 


Presiding: Dr. Roperr Hoyt, Secretary, Joint Social Hygiene Committee, Acad 
emy of Medicine of Cleveland and Cleveland Health Council. 


Panel Presentation: How Shall We Motivate Toward Acceptable Social Behar 
ior?, Dr. LuTHER Woopwakp, Consultant on Community Services, New York 
State Department of Mental Hygiene; Dr. Henry Neumann, Director, 
Brooklyn Ethical Culture Society; Rev. WiLuiam J. Gipsons, 8.J., National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference; LAWRENCE FRANK, Director of Social 
Research, Caroline Zachry Institute of Human Development. 


Discussants: Mas. MAYOLA CenTER, Executive Secretary, Georgia Social Hygiene 
Council, Atlanta; Mrs. DonaLp HELD, Director, Summit County Tuberculosis 
Association, Akron, Ohio. 


Luncheon Session—12:30 P.M. 


Presiding: PHitir R. Marner, President, American Social Hygiene Association. 


Speakers: The American Social Hygiene Association’s Contribution to the 
National Defense Program, Cart. R. W. Banione (MC), USN, Director of 
Preventive Medicine Division, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, U. 8. Navy; 
Bric. Gen. G. T. VY. Ditton, The Provost Marshal, U. 8. Air Foree; Bri 
GEN. JAMES O'NEILL, Deputy Chief of Chaplains, U. 8. Army. 


Afternoon Session—3:00 P.M. 


Presiding: Mrs. Mekepirii NiciioLson, Executive Secretary, Indianapolis Social 
Hygiene Association 


Panel Presentation followed by Open Discussion: Aducational Programs as Fac 
tors in Motivating Toward Acceptable Social Behavior, Roy E. DickERson, 
Executive Seeretary, Cincinnati Social Hygiene Society; THomMAs CONNOLLY, 
Executive Director, Onondaga Health Assn., Syracuse, N. Y.; NeEweLn. W. 
Epson, Executive Seeretary, Erie (Pa.) Social Hygiene Association; Mrs. 
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ce J. Sanps, Executive Secretary Social Hygiene Association of 
and Montgomery County, Dayton, Ohio: De. Jacop A. GoLppEsa, 
Social Hygiene Committee, New York Tuberculosis and Health 
Man Geier Lesues, Edueational Consultunt, American 


5:00 P.M 
Meeting of Association of Social Hygiene Secretaries, with Dr. Jacob Goldberg. 


Friday, October 21, Morning Session—9:30 A.M 


Session on Public Information, Public Relations and Publications 
Presiding Mr Dwicur 8S. Perrin, Formerly ASHA Publie Information 
Direet now a member of ASHA toard of Directors and Executive 


’ 


{ mimi 


Introduction of members of ASHA Committee on Public Information and 
Publications 

Speakers: Dx. Pasat e Pesare, Director, Health Education, Venereal Disease 
Division, 8. Public Health Service; Extk Barnouw, Supervisor, Special 
I’ et " ition Materials Center, Columbia University; Seymour 

Si mae Direetor Yew York’s Municipal Broadeasting Stations, WNYC-FM. 


Experience Meeting ’ ¢ and Brickbats A free-for-all discussion of 
resources, metho¢ nat ls and needs for social hygiene education and 


Presentation of New Audio-Visual Aids 


Luncheon Session—12:30 P.M. 


Presiding ' Scuerer, Member of the Board of Directors of ASHA; 
Director oe le Hygiene Education Division, Oregon Tuberculosis and 


ary Report of the Committee to Review the Program of the 

Hygiene Association, ARCH MANpeL, Director of Program 

Service, Community Chests and Councils of America, Inc.; 

‘tans of ASH A and Relationships in This and Other Areas between 

iation and Affiliated Societies, Ronert Bonpy, Director, National 
fare Assembly, Ine. 


Afternoon Session—3:00 P.M. 


Presiding ¢. FRANKLIN R. Frren, Educational Director, Illinois Social Hygiene 


Leng 


Speakers caal ¢ Social [Protection Problems and Steps Toward Their Solu 
tion, Etric Pinckney, Member of Charleston (S. C Committee on Social 
Hygiene Parrick Ketey, Fi Representative, ASHA; Rev. BERNARD 
Spor Chairman, Gary Ind Socin livgiene Committee; Tuomas 

} Field Representative, ASHA 


5:00 P.M. 


Social Hyaiene Problems, Dr 
ocial Hygiene Association. 


hibit of social hygiene 
the Army, Navy and 


! itional materials 
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Association of Social Hygiene Secretaries Set Up.—The effort to 
organize the professional workers in the field of social hygiene, under- 
taken some time ago, gives every promise of success. During the 
past year considerable progress has been made. A tentative Con- 
stitution and set of By-Laws have been drawn up, with the active 
cooperation of Thomas A. Larremore, Legal Consultant of the Ameri- 
ean Social Hygiene Association, and sent around to a number of 
social hvgiene secretaries for their suggestions. 

At a recent meeting held in New York in October under the 
auspices of the American Social Hygiene Association during the 
ASHLA Conference of Social Hygiene Executives, the proposal was 
further advanced. The organization is to be known as ‘‘The Asso- 
ciation of Social Hygiene Secretaries.’’ According to the recom- 
mended Constitution, ‘‘The purposes of this Association shall be 
to promote the principles and practices of the Social Hygiene Move- 
ment, as stated in the Constitution of the American Social Hygiene 
Association, and to promote greater mutual efforts, contacts and joint 
activities by executives and other full-time professional workers in 
the several state and local social hygiene associations, whether fune- 
tioning independently or as committees or divisions of Tuberculosis 
and Health Associations, or other organizations.’’ 

At this meeting, a Nominating Committee brought in the following 
nominations: For chairman, F’. G. Scherer, Director of Social Hygiene 
Education, Oregon Tuberculosis and Health Association; for vice- 
chairman, Roy E. Dickerson, Executive Secretary, Cincinnati Social 
Hygiene Society; for secretary-treasurer, Dr. Jacob A. Goldberg, 
Secretary, Social Hygiene Committee of the New York Tuberculosis 
and Health Association. 

A mail ballot is to be sent to all those who are affiliated with the 
social hygiene movement in the country as workers in the field, 
either full-time or part-time. It is expected that the Association 
will be functioning fully within the next few months. 


Current Events and Dates Ahead 
February | NATIONAL SOCIAL HYGIENE DAY. Celebrated throughout the 


USA and in Canada. Theme: ‘‘Social Hygiene is a Family 
A ffair.’’ 


February | AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASSOCIATION. Thrirty- seventh 
Hotel New Yorker, Annual Meeting and New York Regional Conference. 


New York 


February |-4 Community Chests and Councils of America. National Conference. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


February 19-26 Brotherhood Week. Sponsored by the National Conference of 


Christians and Jews 


February 27 Child Study Association of America. Annual Meeting. Topic: 
‘*Children in Our High-pressure World.’’ 

March 24 National Health Council. Annual Meeting 

New York 





NEWS FROM THE STATES AND COMMUNITIES 


ESTHER EMERSON SWEENEY 


Director, Division of Community Service 
{merican Social Hyaiener Asavciation 


Tlinois: Chicago Association for Family Living Continues Lecture 
Series.During the months of January and February the Asso 
ciation for Family Living continued its series of lecture sessions, 
topics being the Grade School Child, Sex in the Emotional Life of 
the Child, and Growing into Marriage and Parenthood. Lecturers 
were Edith G. Neisser and Eda J. Le Shan 


Indiana Social Hygiene Association Holds Working Conferences.— 
During the month of November the Indiana Social Hygiene Associa- 
tion, in cooperation with the Indiana Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, the Indiana Tuberculosis Association, and the Indiana 
State Board of Health, offered working conferences on education 
for personal and family living in six sections in the State as follows 
West Lafayette, Huntington, McCormick's Creek State Park, Colum- 
bus, Evansville, and New Albany 


These working conferences were designed to meet the needs of 
parents, persons and organizations responsible for the guidance of 
adults in their communities who seek understanding and practical 
handling of the physical, emotional and social behavior of youth 
The content of the conferences developed a teaching outline of 
methods, techniques and resources for an eight-hour course on Edu 
cation for Personal and Family Living. The courses are to be limited 
to 50 picked leaders in the counties 


In direct conduct of the conferences were: Mrs. Meredith Nichol 
son, Jr., Executive Secretary of the Indianapolis Social Hygiene 
Association and State Social Hygiene Chairman for the Indiana 
Congress of Parents and Teachers; Mrs. H. C. Weikart, Rehabilita 
tion Coordinator for the Irene Byron Sanatorium, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana; Mrs. Roy Gregg, Publie Health Nurse, Carroll County ; 
and Mrs. Walter Caley, Legislation Chairman, Indiana Congress of 
Parents and Teachers. Mrs. D. F. Buschmann, ISHA Field Repr 
sentative, reports an attendance of 543 at the working conferences 
which should assure excellent county leadership 


Maryland State Congress of Parent-Teacher Associations Stresses 
Social Hygiene..l’rincipal speaker at the Fellowship Dinner of 
the Maryland Congress Annual Convention held in Baltimore on 
November 4-5 was Ray Il. Everett, Executive Secretary of the Dis 
trict of Columbia Social Ilvgiene Society, stressing the national 
theme, ‘The Home, School, and Child March Forward 


Another Important address was viven by Dr ernest Osborne, 


Parent Education Consultant. Dr. Osborne also presided at a round 
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table discussion on this topic, and secial hygiene held an important 
place in the group discussions by State Chairmen, Mrs. Fred Cook, 
Social Hygiene Chairman, taking an active part in the session on 
the home. 


New York City Has Dr. Mahoney as Health Commissioner. Sovia! 
hygiene friends throughout the country will be gratified to know of 
the appointment of Dr. John Friend Mahoney, formerly Director 
of the USPHS Venereal Disease Research Laboratory at Staten 
Island, as Commissioner of Health for the City of New York. Dr 
Mahoney's appointment was among those announced by Mayor Wil 
liam O’Dwyer shortly after his inauguration on December 31st 
for a second term. Dr. Mahoney, who has been an officer in the 
Public Health Service since 1917, retired a few weeks ago as Director 
of the Venereal Disease 

Laboratory. His new ap 

pointment continues a pub- 

lic health career which 

has been notable in vene- 

real disease control es- 

pecially. As Director of 

the USPHS Laboratory, he 

was the first to develop the 

technique of treating syph- 

ilis with penicillin. For 

this work he received the 

Lasker Award in 1946. 


Since its establishment, 
he has served as chairman 
of the World Health Or- 
ganization Expert Com- 
mittee on the Venereal 
Diseases. He has taught 
medicine at both New York 
and Columbia Universities, 
is a member of many med- 
ical groups and an Honor- 
ary Life Member of ASHA. DR. MAHONEY 


New York City Department of Health Offers New Seminar on Vene- 
real Disease Office Management.—A completely new series of lee 
tures for physicians on the office management of venereal disease, 
to start on Saturday, January 14, 1950, is announced by the Bureau 
of Social Hygiene, New York City Department of Health. It will 
be a fourteen-week seminar designed to keep the practicing physician 
abreast of latest developments in the diagnosis and treatment of 
venereal disease. 


Dr. Marion B. Sulzberger, Professor of Dermatology and Syphi- 
lology, Post-Graduate Medical School, New York University-Bellevue 
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Medical Center, will open the series on January 14th with a lecture 
on Allergy in Venereal Disease. All meetings will start at 10:30 
A.M. and will be held on consecutive Saturdays, through April 15th, 
in the Second Floor Auditorium of the Health Department, 125 
Worth Street, Manhattan. No registration or fee is required. 


The schedule of lectures follows 
Jan r 14 {licray in Venereal Disease 
January ? Vodern Treatment of Early Syphilis 
January 2 neous Manifestations of Secondary Syphilis 


‘eby ry Clinical and Laboratory Aspects of Gonorrhea 
ebruary intibiotica in Venereal Disease 


h 
I 
February Venereal Disease in Children 
} 


‘ebruary 25—Congenital Syphilis 


Mare} Late Syphilis 

Marc} Cardiovascular Syphilis 

March Long Range Studies in Chronicity of Syphilis 
March 2 Veurosyphilis 


April Venereal Disease in Industry 
Apri Epidemiology of Venereal Disease 
April 5 Hospital Role in Venereal Disease 


New York: Fordham University School of Social Service Holds 
In-Service Training Course.—In cooperation with the Police Acad- 
emy, the Fordham School of Social Service began on November 17 
a series of lectures for a selected group of 40 Police Officers, both 
men and women, who are assigned to the Juvenile Aid Bureau, New 
York City Police Department. Supervised by Miss Anna E. King, 
Dean of the School of Social Service, this program is designed to 
give the members of the Juvenile Aid Bureau a further understanding 
of the social service field, particularly as it applies to the Police 
Department’s crime prevention policies 


The first semester is concerned with social case work, its basic 
principles and its application in a children’s agency, in a hospital 
setting, in an authoritative setting and in public assistance. During 
the second semester, beginning in February, case work techniques 
for use in interviewing, case history recording, case history analysis, 
planning and treatment will be discussed 


For further information, write to: Miss Anna E. King, Dean, 
Fordham School of Social Work, 134 East 39th Street. New 
York N \ 


Ohio Social Hygiene Council Elects Officers..-Dr. Robert N. Hoyt, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Ohio Social Hygiene Council, reports 
that new officers are: President, Roy E. Dickerson, Cincinnati; Vice- 
President, Mrs. Florence Sands, Dayton. Members of the Executive 
Committee are: Dr. H. If. Williams, Davton; Earl O. Wright. State 
Department of Health; Orel J. Myers, Davton: and Anne Falther, 
Cleveland 





EDUCATIONAL NOTES 
BETTY A. MURCH 


{ssistant Director, Division of Education and Public Health, 
American Social Hygiene Association 


U. 8. Office of Education Acquires a New Look.—Dr. Bess Goody- 
koontz, for twenty years a member of the staff of the Office of Edu- 
eation, has recently become its Associate Commissioner. Doctor 
Goodykoontz is an Iowan in good standing, having been born 
in that state, where she also received her education and spent her 
early years as a teacher. She brings to her new post a wealth of 
experience and accomplishment that makes her one of the outstanding 
women in American education. 


Other new appointments to the Office of Education staff of special 
interest to social hygienists include those of Margaret M. Alexander 
of Missouri as Program Specialist in Home Economies Education, 
and Mary Laxson, also of Missouri, as Assistant in Home Economics 
Research. 


Commissioner Earl J. MeGrath also announced that the Office 
of Education has been undergoing structural changes, whereby the 
Divisions of Elementary Education and Secondary Education have 
been consolidated into one Division of Elementary and Secondary 
Schools, with Galen Jones, another middle-westerner, as Chief, and 
Don S. Patterson, whose geographical roots go back to Washington 
State and Alabama, and J. Dan Iull, still another middle-westerner, 
as Assistant Chiefs. 


At the same time the Divisions of Auxiliary Services and of 
Central Services will be made one, under the very appropriate title 
of Division of Central and Auxiliary Services, with Ralph C. M. 
Ilint, a native of Georgia, a graduate of the University of Virginia 
and later an instructor in that venerable institution, as Chief, and 
Lane ©. Ash, who hails most recently from Pennsylvania and Massa- 
chusetts, as Assistant Chief 


Life Adjustment Education Is Subject of Washington Conference.— 
On October 10, 1949, some two hundred leading educators, repre- 
senting thirty-one states and the District of Columbia, met at the 
U.S. Office of Education in Washington for a three-day conference 
to discuss ways of advancing educational programs to meet life needs 
of young people more specifically than do those now offered by most 


secondary schools. 


This meeting was called by the National Commission on Life 
Adjustment for Youth, and is part of a continuing effort to adjust 
our educational system to the life situations of the 60 per cent of 
our young people who do not enter either college or a skilled occu 
pation, so as to help them assume their responsibilities as adult 
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citizens. About one-third of the States now have Life Adjustment 
Edueation Committees and are working on the problem in their 


own schools. A panel of teachers representing such schools reported 


at the conference on methods found effective in meeting the needs of 


individual students 


(‘onference speakers included 


Commissioner of Edueation Ear! J MeGrath; Dr tobert J. Havighurst, 
Professor of Education at the University of Chicago; Dr. Gordon W. Blackwell, 
Director of Institute for Research in Social Science of the University of North 
Carolina, and Dr. J. Dan Hull of the Division of Secondary Education of 


the Office of Education. 


Members of the Commission on Life Adjustment Education for 
Youth meeting with the visiting educators are: 


Benjamin C. Wollis, Superintendent of Schools, Yonkers, New York, Chairman ; 
Francis L. Bacon, Department of Education, University of California, Los 
Ange les, California: Paul Collier, Direetor, Bureau of Youth Services, State 
Department of Education, Hartford, Connecticut; Sister Mary Janet, Catholic 
Sisters College, Washington, D. C.; Marcella Lawler, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, New York; M. C. Mobley, Director, Division of Voeational Educa- 
tion, State Department of Education, Atlanta, Georgia; Dean M. Schweickhard, 
Commissioner of Education, State Department of Education, St. Paul, Minnesota; 
Charlie S. Wilkins, President of State A. & M. College, Magnolia, Arkansas, 
and J. C. Wright, former Assistant Commissioner for Vocational Education, 


Office of Education, Federal Security Ageney 





ANNOUNCEMENT! 


In response to repeated requests, the ASHA Publications Service has 
secured from the original publishers, D. C. Heath and Co., permission to 
reprint certain sections of the well known and extremely useful text 
Biology of Sex by the late Professor Thomas W. Galloway 

These excerpts are now available as ASHA Pub. No. A-792 under the 


tithe 


PARENT-TEACHER GUIDANCE 
in Social Hygiene Education for Family Life 


|. Facts and Conditions (revised from Chapter | 

Il. Time and Manner of Sex Instruction (revised from Chapter \) 

IN. Graded Problems and Projects in Sex Education (revised from Chapter XI) 
Price: Single copy, 35¢ postpaid ‘er dozen $3.50, plus carriage 

Per 100. 827.2 carriage 














THE COMMUNITIES VS. THE PROSTITUTION RACKET 


PAUL M. KINSIE 


Director, Division of Legal and Social Protection 
American Social Hyg ne Association 


In the December JourRNAL we reported progress in two Southern 
cities, Norfolk, Virginia, and Jacksonville, Florida, where citizen 
groups and law enforcement officials had joined in attacking com- 
merecialized prostitution, with good results. The news from these 
two communities is still good. We take you now to another Atlantic 
Seaboard city, Charleston, South Carolina—a community where the 
prostitution underworld was strongly entrenched until a_ short 
time ago. The past tense is used literally. For years, prostitution 
interests in Charleston had enjoved a free hand. Even during the 
recent war emergency, Charleston, though then as now an important 
naval base, maintained open brothels. Local tradition and local law 
enforcement all favored the status quo 

Soon after the American Social Hygiene Association assumed its 
responsibilities to the national defense program regarding prostitution 
conditions in communities near military reservations, the ASHA made 
surveys in Charleston and an ASHA Field Representative brought 
the facts to the attention of a group of outstanding citizens. A 
Social Hygiene Committee was formed, under the auspices of the local 
Council of Social Agencies 

The Committee prevailed upon a Grand Jury to consider the data 
Convinced that the prostitution conditions were a raenace to the 
health and moral welfare of the community itself, and especially to 
the large numbers of servicemen who visit Charleston when off duty, 
the Grand Jury recommended that remedial measures be taken. The 
local law enforcement authorities acted. Various prostitutes and 
exploiters left the city. With their exodus, a violation of the Mann 
\cet came to light, resulting in the arrest and conviction of one 
notorious character. Tried in the U. 8. District Court at Athens, Geor 
gia, one of the defendants was given three years in the penitentiary. 

Although Charleston today is not yet ‘‘lily white’’ so far as pros 
titution is concerned, progress is being made. There has been an 
appreciable reduction in the VD rate at the nearby military bases 
The community generally has had its eyes opened to the danger to 
health and morals. The Social Hygiene Committee is continuing to 
have periodic checks made of local prostitution conditions, and will 
ndeavor to see that the Grand Jury’s recommendations are carried 
out. The Committee is also keeping on with the job of aequainting 
local groups with the case against prostitution and is working with 
all agencies concerned in promoting better environmental conditions 
The ASHA Field Representative continues to keep in close touch 
with Charleston developments 


Again we say, ‘‘It’s a citizen job.’ The program of the 
Charleston committee is sound and practical, and if continued faith 
fully is bound to achieve the results desired by all interested in 
the health and moral welfare of one of the nation’s oldest and most 
picturesque communities 
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WORLD NEWS AND VIEWS 


JOSEPHINE V. TULLER JEAN B. PINNEY 
; mille on Interna and , Regional Office for the 
and Activities, é 1s, International Union 
iy ne {sen rgainat é Venereal Diseases 


News from the United Nations 


New International Convention on Prostitution Adopted by UN Gen- 
eral Assembly (in Deeember 2, the United Nations General 
Assembly, meeting at UN Interim Headquarters, Flushing and Lake 
Y., took another step forward in social affairs by adoption 

rnational convention for the Suppression of Traffic m 

of the Exploitation f the Prostitution of Others The 

\ ition extends and inifles tour existing inte rnational 
instruments, the earliest dating back to 1004 and includes provi 
sions of a draft convention drawn up in 1937 by the League of 


Nations.* 


lhe Convention, which has been process for nearly two years, 
was drafted bv the Social Commission of th Feonomie and Social 
Couneil, after onsultation with governments, and in collaboration 


i with the subject and with non 


with specialized agencies concernes 
governmental organizations, including tl International Abolitionist 


deration, the International Union against Venereal Diseases and 
American Social Hygiene Association. Passed by ECSOC at 

s Geneva Session last summer, the draft was placed in the hands 
of the Assembly's Committee on Social, Cultural and Humanitarian 
(uestions known as the Third Committee when the Assembly 
opened last month, and this Committee, after embodying suggestions 
made by the Sixth (Legal) Committee, recommended passage. Adop 
tion was by a vote of 35 for, 2 against, with 15 abstentions. The 
Convention now goes to the various UN Member Governments for 
signature, and becomes effective in each country adhering, ninety 
days after the instrument of ratification is deposited with UN’s 


Secretarv General 


iat ‘Prostitution and the accompanying 
the purpose of prostitution are 

worth of the human person and 
dividual, the fam ly and the com 
Articles and a final protocol 

ifs, in that their operatior 

event and punish traftie in women 
onvention obliges signatory states 


r publie and private educational, 


$s Uo nitions see Luter 


Append Guthe- Hume 
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health, social economic and other related services, measures for the 
prevention of prostitution and for the rehabilitation of the victims 
of prostitution.’’ The Convention binds signatories to punish brothel 


keepers, landlords and financial backers of houses of prostitution. 
It gives alien victims the same legal rights as nationals. It makes 
offenses extraditable and requires, under .irticle 6, abolition of the 
registration of prostitutes or suspected prostitutes. Under Article 23, 
every state party to the Convention undertakes to accede to it on 
behalf of all the territories of which it is the international 
representative. 

For further details concerning the Convention, including Assembly debate 
preeeding UN adoption, see United Nations Bulletin, Vol. VIII, No. 1, January 
1, 1950. Available from International Documents Service, Columbia University 
I 


*ress, 2960 Broadway, New York 27 Price per eops "0 cents 


News from the Internationa] Agencies 


Inter-American Commission of Women Holds Sixth Assembly. At 
the invitation of the Government of Argentina, the Inter-American 
Commission of Women of the Organization of American States held 
its 6th Assembly in Buenos Aires in August. Twenty delegates 
attended and approved resolutions concerning the status of women 
as well as giving reports on progress of women in their own countries. 
It was recommended that two following phases of a study on the 
economie condition of women workers of the American Republics 
be completed for the 10th Conference of the American States, 1953; 
1. Maternal legislation and practices and problems under this legis- 
lation; 2. The financial responsibility of women workers for their 
families. Through the Council of the Organization of the American 
States governments will be asked to ratify the conference on political 
and civil rights for women. The following officers were elected: 
Chairman, Mrs. Amalia C. deCastillo Ledon (Mexico); vice-chair- 
man, Mrs. Piedad Castillo deLevi (Ecuador) ; members of the exeen- 
tive committee: Miss Minerva Bernardino (Dominican Republic), 
Miss Mary Cannon (USA), Miss Elsa Chamorro (Argentina), and 
Mrs. Consuelo Fernandez Concha (Peru). Miss Cannon, who is 
chief of the International Division, Women’s Bureau, U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Labor, attended the Buenos Aires meeting. 


The ASHA has watched with interest the progress being made 
by the Commission and takes this opportunity to offer congratula- 
tions not only to the group as a whole, but personally to our good 
friend Miss Bernardino, whose leadership as chairman has been such 
a significant factor. 


For further information on the Commission’s work and aims write 
to the Executive Secretary, Esther N. deCalvo, Pan American Union, 
Washington 6, D. C 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
ELIZABETH B. McQUAID 
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nily within its field and are of sufficient 
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MAY, 1949 
Mutua! Responsibilities of the Community, the Armed Forces 
and the Serviceman 


Editorial: Future Community Leaders in Training 
A Letter from the National Defense Establishment 
ee ees oe eee. eS oe ee 
and the A Social Hy, : ae ee ee 
entation by tatives of es awl ope. 
and Coast Guard, 
P. Parker, Army Provost Mambal Oe 
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